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Dates to Remember
Stat Holidays - Office Closed
-

July 1st - Canada Day
- August 1st - BC Day
Note: Aug 01-05 - Computer School Closed

Favourite Unofficial Days
These are just a few of the fun, weird, social, and/or awareness days found on nationaltoday.com
June 21 National Indigenous Day
Jun 27 Canadian MultiCulturism Day

Jul 10Teddy Bear Picnic Day
Jul 11Free Slurpee Day
Jul 17National Ice Cream Day
Jul 21Take a Monkey to Lunch Day

Aug 7National Friendship Day
Aug 10National Spoil Your Dog Day
Aug 31International Overdose
Awareness Day

Ongoing in Nanaimo
Nanaimo Night Market

Thursdays Jun 23 -Sep 1 Commercial Street

Cedar Farmers Market
* Reserved Shopping for seniors
and those with physical and/or
neurodevelopmental challenges.

Sundays from Mother’s Day until Halloween.
Reserved Shopping*: 9:30 – 10am
General Public Woodbank School: 10am – 2pm

Mid-Island Events
Jun 29 - Newcomer Job Fair 2022

1-4pm Central Vancouver Island Multicultural Society

Jul 01 - Canada Day Event

11am-3:30pm Maffeo Sutton Park

Jul 16 - Trunk Sale

9am-2pm Country Club Centre
Free advance email registration for sellers at:
sorttossroll@nanaimo.ca. Event aims to give unwanted items a
longer life and reduce the amount of waste sent to the landfill.
Used items only!

Aug 6, 7 - Summer Block Party

11am-5pm Outside North Town Centre

Aug 13, 14 - Reuse Rendezvous

Mark the items with a “FREE” tag. By Saturday morning, set your
items at your curb - Please do not block sidewalks or bike paths.
Don't forget to get out and look for treasures yourself. Bring back
any unwanted items by Monday, August 16 - The City will NOT
be collecting these items. Be safe and have fun!

Aug 20 - Soap Box Derby

11am-5pm Fitzwilliam Street, Nanaimo (Prideaux to Wallace
Street)

Aug 26-28 - VIEX

TBD Arbutus Meadows Event and Equestrian Centre in Nanoose

What's New at NDRC?
100,000 Parking Permit
On Thursday, April 21st, 2022, Nanaimo Disability Resource Centre (NDRC) issued the 100,000th Permanent
Accessible Parking Permit to Marilyn G. (Pictured to the right with NDRC Executive Director, Ken Kaminski). In
celebration of this milestone Marilyn was given a gift basket, a lifetime of free renewals, and a lifetime membership
with NDRC. Thank you, Marilyn for coming in for your renewal. And, thank you to all our members, clients, students,
sponsors, community partners and volunteers over the 32 years of NDRC’s operation. We have enjoyed working,
learning, and growing with all of you and hope to continue to do so for many years to come.
Did you know? The fees from the sale of parking permits, as well as covering the cost for the Parking Permit Program
itself, help fund our free programs and services, along with aid from The BC Community Gaming Grant.

Bursary and Tax Programs
Applications for our first Bursary for Persons with Disabilities has ended and the Bursary Committee is now in the
process of compiling, reviewing and selecting an applicant. The chosen applicant will be contacted and announced on
our Facebook Page and our website.
Our tax program wrapped up for the year at the end of April. We were able to help 125 people with their taxes. Thank
you to our five tax prep volunteers, as well as our front desk volunteers for helping us with screening and
arrangements for drop off and pick up. You are all amazing and we're so grateful! -Marie and Allison (Tax Program
Coordinators)

Summer Student Hire
On June 6th we welcomed Emily into our midst for 8 weeks as a Programs Assistant through the Canada Summer
Jobs Student Program. You'll see her with her bright hair and smile helping you on the front desk, in the computer
school,with your application form or finding answers to questions in the Information and Resource Referral Program,
among various other things.

Annual General Meeting
On June 16th we had our AGM in mixed Zoom/in-person format, and elected a new board. We'd like to say congrats
and thank you to our board for all you do.
President: Elsa Jensen 1 year term left

Vice President: Harold Priebe 2 year term

Secretary: Sally Brouard 2 year term

Treasurer: LeeAnn Hunter 1 year term left

Director: Shaorong Li 1 year term

Director: Doreen Gatt 1 year term

News and Resources
BC Housing Programs
This is just a small amount of information available. For more information see their website https://www.bchousing.org/
or call at 604-433-2218. For assistance with filling in applications you can also make an appointment at NDRC with
IRRP Coordinator, Allison.
Rental Assistance Program - Rent supplements for low-income, working families
BC Rebate for Accessible Home Adaptations - Home modification grants for seniors and people with disabilities

Subsidized Housing - long-term housing for people who permanently reside in British Columbia. Rental fees are
calculated on an income basis.
Affordable Rental Housing - housing with rents equal to, or lower than, average rates in the private market
The Supportive Housing Registry - Housing options with physical and mental support services including:
Homeless Services & Programs - A list of services available for people who are experiencing or are at risk of
homelessness.
The Shelter Aid for Elderly Renters (SAFER) program - Provides monthly cash payments to subsidize rents for
eligible BC residents who are age 60 or over with low to moderate incomes. Existing clients need to reapply each year.
Supportive Housing

-

Addiction Recovery Program
Independent Living BC Program

-

Assisted Living Residences
Seniors' Supportive Housing

Just for Fun
Q: What do Alexander the Great and Winnie the Pooh have in common?
A: They have the same middle name.
Q: Why did the golfer bring an extra pair of pants?
A: In case he got a hole in one.

Celebrating our Community
Every newsletter we choose a non-profit making a difference in our community.
This edition we recognize the Vancouver Island Crisis Society!

Services:
-

-

Crisis Line: provides short term
emotional support, helps
connect individuals with
resources, and crisis
intervention
Crisis Text: provides the crisis
line services but through text
messaging

Facts

Support

The crisis line offers short-term
emotional support, crisis intervention,
information, and resources to the
community. Over 40,000 people a
year use the Vancouver Island Crisis
Line. More than 110 people a day
use either the crisis chat or text line.

VICS provides support to the
community by giving individuals
access to resources through their
database. It also connects
individuals to outreach teams, social
workers, nurses, and mental health
teams.

Education
VICS offers Workshops to help educate workplaces, schools, and individuals.
Topics include: mental health issues, crisis intervention, suicide, and communication.
Programs:

- ASIST

- CIST

- SafeTALK

-GRASP

-COPE

Did You Know
If you have a disability and are thinking about going to post secondary school, you may be eligible to receive a $4,000
grant! Until July 2023, the federal government is doubling the disability grant to $4,000 per academic year. This grant
could reduce or replace the need for a student loan. Also, if you are a student with a disability and need any
accessibility equipment or services, you could be qualified to receive a grant of up to $20,000 per school year! To learn
more about disability grants for school, go to Student Aid BC or contact the financial aid department of your post
secondary institution.

NDRC Contact Info
General Inquiries
For most general inquiries about our programs or community resources, our front desk volunteers will be able to
answer or direct you to the right place
Nanaimo Disability Resource Centre
reception@ndrc.info.
Open Monday to Friday at 9-12 and 12:30-3:30
#2 - 4166 Departure Bay Rd, Nanaimo, BC V9T 4B7
250-758-5547

www.ndrc.info

Contact by Staff Member:
For specific requests or detailed questions, requests, or access to our free programs our staff members would be
happy to help.
Betty - Parking@ndrc.info: Parking Permit Program
Marie - Marie@ndrc.info: Computer & Technology School; NDRC's Website; Newsletter; Laminations;
Fundraising & Promotion; Events & Outreach; Membership Inquiries.
Allison - Allison@ndrc.info: Information & Resource Referral Program (IRRP); Volunteering at NDRC.

